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METHOD OF ADVERTISING ON-LINE 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to method of 
advertising on-line and, more particularly, to a method 
5 for providing advertisements during a computer on-line 
session . 

Currently, advertising during computer on-line 
sessions (e.g., "world-wide web" or simply "web" 
sessions) is accomplished by displaying so-called 

10 "banners" on the top of a "web" page. Advertisements 

also are provided as "buttons" or small square- banners in 
particular areas of a web page currently being displayed. 
Such banner or button advertisements provide relatively 
little information to the user due to their small size, 

15 but operate to "hyperlink" to the advertiser's home web 

page when the advertisement is "clicked" on by means of a 
mouse . 

One problem with these types of on-line 
advertisements is that they convey very little 
2 0 information, as previously mentioned. Another problem 
with such advertisements is that they must be included 
within the particular web pages that are viewed by users 
and, thus, advertisements included in web pages that are 
viewed rarely have little advertising value. 

2 5 OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

Therefore, it is an object of the present 
invention to provide method of advertising on-line which 
overcomes the shortcomings of current advertising 
techniques . 

3 0 Another object of the present invention is to 

provide a technique for advertising on-line which 
provides for the display of full page advertisements. 

A further object of the present invention is to 
provide a technique for providing advertisements to users 
3 5 of internet services regardless of the particular web 
pages that are viewed by those users. 
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Various other objects, advantages and features 
of the present invention will become readily apparent to 
those of ordinary skill in the art, and the novel 

features will be Dartiniiari,, v^-. • ^ 

. Particularly pointed out in the appended 

5 claims. 

SUMMARY QF THE T NVENT I ON 

In accordance with one embodiment of the 
present invention, method is provided for ascertaining 
when the communication link between a user terminal and a 
service provider is idle, transmitting to the user 
terminal advertising data (e.g., an advertising page) 
representing an advertisement during the ascertained 
communication idle time, and displaying at the user 
terminal the advertisement that is represented by the 
transmitted advertising data when a request to display 
different information (e.g., to receive a new content 
page) is made at the user terminal. 

As one aspect of the present invention, the 
advertisement is displayed when a request to download new 
information (e.g., a new content page) is made, the 
request is transmitted to the service provider, and the 
requested information is transmitted from, for example a 
remote server to the user terminal, all occurring while 
the advertisement is displayed. 

As another aspect of the present invention the 
advertisement that is transmitted to the user terminal 
corresponds to that information (i.e., content pages) 
that was previously displayed at the user terminal. 

As a further aspect of the present invention 
data indicating that the user terminal communication link 
xs idle is transmitted from the user terminal to a remote 
server, and that remote server transmits the advertising 
data to the user terminal . 

As yet another aspect of the present invention, 
the transmitted advertisement is displayed when a 
connection to a selected remote server is requested at 
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the user terminal, and remains displayed while the 
connection is being made. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS - 

The following detailed description, given by 
5 way of example and not intended to limit the present 
invention solely thereto, will best be appreciated in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, wherein like 
reference numerals denote like elements and parts, in 
which: 

10 Fig, 1 is a schematic . illustration used to 

explain how individual users access the Internet; 

Fig. 2 is a flow chart of method of advertising 
on- line in accordance with the present invention; 

Fig. 3 is a schematic illustration of a full- 
15 screen display of an active web page; 

Fig. 4 is a schematic illustration of an 
advertisement that is displayed in accordance with the 
present invention ; 

Fig. 5A - 5D are schematic illustrations of a 
20 display showing partially the advertisement of Fig. 4 in 
accordance with the present invention; 

Fig. 6 is a schematic illustration of a new web 
page that is fully downloaded and fully displayed after 
the display of an advertisement in accordance with the 
25 present, invention; and 

Fig. 7 is a schematic illustration of a view of 
an overall web session illustrating the advertisements 
that are displayed in accordance with the present 
invention. 

3 0 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF CERTAIN PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to the drawings, Fig. 1 is a 
schematic illustration showing the relationship between 
the Internet 20, an Internet service provider (ISP) 22 
and users 24 that are serviced by ISP 22. During a 
35 typical on-line session, a user 24 (also identified 

herein as "user terminal") accesses via a computer modem 
the particular ISP 22 to which the user subscribes, and 
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the ISP operates to allow user 24 to communicate with a 
desired web site, for example, the Sony home page web 
site 26, which is considered to be a part of the "world- 
wide web of the Internet 20. 

In accordance with the present invention, full 
page advertisements are downloaded from a particular web 
site to user terminal 24 after a "content" page has been 
downloaded and is currently being displayed to the user, 
such content page being, for example, the home page of a 
selected web site. Upon downloading of the 
advertisement, the advertisement is stored in the memory 
of the user's computer and remains un-displayed until the 
user creates a so-called http connection. In other 
words, the advertisement (also identified herein as 
"advertising page") is downloaded (or pushed) in the 
background while the user is reading a content page 
(i.e., while the user's computer is idle). when the user 
"clicks" on a hyperlink or manually enters the address of 
the web site to be accessed, the downloaded advertising 
page immediately is displayed and remains displayed until 
the http connection is established with the hyperlinked 
page and that hyperlinked page begins to download. 

Fig. 2 is a flow chart of method of advertising 
on-line in accordance with the present invention. When 
it is determined that the user's communication link is 
idle, at instruction 30, the user's computer communicates 
to ISP 22 that its communication link is idle at 
instruction 32, at which time, an advertising page (AD 
data) is supplied from a particular web site (e.g., web 
site 26) via ISP 22 to user 24 at instruction 34. In a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention, the user's 
web browser includes software that carries out the 
functions of determining whether its communication link 
is idle and communicating to a remote server the fact 
that its communication link is idle. During such idle 
time, the user's web browser accesses ' (i.e. , links to) a 
preprogrammed web site (e.g., remote server 26), and upon 
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accessing the remote server, appropriate transmissions 
are supplied from user 24 thereto, at which time, the 
remote server transmits to user 24 the advertising page 
that is* to be displayed. The received advertising page 
5 is stored (cached) in the computer's memory or hard disk 
at instruction 36. An exemplary content page that a user 
may be viewing during such idle time is shown in Fig. 3. 
Of course, the user may be viewing any content page 
supplied from any remote server, not necessarily and, in 

10 actuality, most likely not the same remote server that 
supplied the advertising page. 

When the user clicks on a link from the 
currently displayed web page in order to request that a 
new web page be downloaded and displayed (from any 

15 particular remote server) , as indicated at instruction 
38, the new http connection then is established, and 
simultaneously, the cached advertising page, for example, 
such as shown in Fig. 4, is displayed for a minimum 
predetermined amount of time T or until the new web page 

20 "sufficiently" is downloaded, whichever is greater, at 

instruction 40. At this time, the requested web page is 
downloaded at instruction 42, and when it is determined 
that the new web page is "sufficiently" downloaded after 
the predetermined time T has elapsed, as determined at 

2 5 instruction 44, the new web page is displayed at 

instruction 46. As shown successively in Figs. 5A - 5D, 
after the new page is sufficiently downloaded, the new 
page replaces the displayed advertising page in the 
manner shown. When the new web page is fully downloaded, 

30 it is fully displayed, such as shown in Fig. 6. The 

advertising page then is saved in the web session history 
folder, along with the other saved web pages, at 
instruction 48, such as schematically shown in the web 
session zooming page shown in Fig. 7. 

35 As previously discussed, a request to download 

a new web page is made by the user at instruction 38, at 
which time, the new http connection is established. If 
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such a request was made prior to the transmission of all 
of the data of the advertising page (from, for example 
web site 26), then the advertising page is not displayed 
(at xnstruction-40) when the request to receive a new 
. content web page is made by the user (at instruction 38) 
instead, the remainder of the advertising page is 
transmitted to user 24 (and then stored therein) at the 
next instance the transmission link becomes idle (i e 
at instructions 32-36) . However, to prevent the 
display of an advertising page between the display o^ 
content web pages, two or more advertising pages are 
downloaded to user 24 at instruction 34, assuming there 
is adequate time prior to a user request to receive a new 
content web page. Then, one or more downloaded 
advertising pages are displayed until the new content web 
page is "sufficiently" downloaded, and the not yet 
displayed downloaded advertising pages remain stored in 
user terminal 24's memory (RAM, hard-drive, etc.) and 
remain undisplayed until the next user request to 
retrieve a new content web page. Thus, there is reserve 
of advertising pages for display in the event there is an 
http request before an entire advertising page is 
downloaded . 

In a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, the advertising technique described herein is 
implemented by means of a zooming web browser which 
essentially -slips- each advertising page between two web 
content pages as the user hyperlinks from one page to 
another and, thus, the advertising pages remain as part 
of the session history. The session history may be 
displayed in the form of a tree, a spiral, a timeline, a 
circle or any other representation of a web session that 
may be provided using a zooming function. These zooming 
web browsers allow the user to view selected pages from 
the web session history folder, such selected pages being 
either content pages or advertising pages. 
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From the foregoing discussion, it is seen that 
the present invention provides a process of "pushing" 
advertising data to a client (or user) when client 
communication activity is idle, and then displaying that 
5 advertising data on the client's monitor during the down 
time that immediately follows a new network connection 
request. Hence, neither the advertising data download 
time nor the advertisement display time utilizes any of 
the client's communication time. Often, such advertising 

10 data is displayed during a time when the client ' s . monitor 
would otherwise be blank. 

The present invention may be applied to a web 
session, such as previously discussed, wherein an 
advertising page is downloaded to a user over the 

15 Internet while the user is reading a downloaded page, and 
the downloaded advertising page then is displayed when 
the user hyperlinks to another page. Also, as previously 
discussed, the advertising page is displayed for a 
minimum time T or until a new page is sufficiently 

20 downloaded, whichever is greater. Such minimum time can 
be preset to any amount of time, for example, two 
seconds, five seconds, ten seconds, etc. In an 
alternative embodiment of the present invention, two (or 
more) advertising pages are downloaded during the idle 

25 time, wherein each downloaded advertising page is 

displayed successively for a period of at least, for 
example, four seconds, for a minimum advertising display 
time of 8 seconds. Still further, additional advertising 
pages may be displayed during the web page download time 

30 if such download time is unusually long. Of course, any 
variation of the above also is possible. 

Each advertising page that is downloaded to a 
user's computer is downloaded from a predetermined web 
site, such web site generally having no relationship. with 

3 5 the particular content pages that are retrieved and 

displayed to the user. This advertising data web site 
may supply to users selected advertising pages in a 
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manner similar to that of television and radio. That is, 
"advertising time" is purchased by sponsors and the 
sponsors' advertisements are downloaded to the users 
during the above-discussed idle times. In an alternative 
embodiment of the present invention, the specific 
advertising pages that are downloaded to a particular 
user are a function of that user's preferences as 
determined by, for example, the particular content pages 
that are retrieved and viewed by the user. Thus, 
advertisements directed to, for example, food items are 
downloaded to users viewing cooking-related content 
pages. Of course, other information including 
statistical profiles of users, what items are searched 
for in search engines, etc., may be used to determine 
15 which advertising pages are to be downloaded. 

In a further alternative embodiment of the 
present invention, advertising data is downloaded during 
idle times in the manner previously discussed, but the 
advertising data is displayed when the user clicks or 
20 zooms to a specific content space of the displayed web 

page. Thus, advertisements "pop up" in between any type 
of request for information, whether such request is a 
hyperlink request, a zoom request, etc. Such may be 
applied during whether a connection is made to the 
2 5 Internet or to a local area network. Further, 

advertising data could be provided to the user in this 
manner when data is being downloaded from a CD-ROM or 
other record medium. Thus, advertising pages downloaded 
during idle times may be displayed to a user during any 
type of action that requires at least a short amount of 
"wait" time. 

While the present invention has been 
particularly shown and described in conjunction with 
preferred embodiments thereof, it will be readily 
35 appreciated by those of ordinary skill in the art that 
various changes may be made without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention. For example, while 



30 
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the present invention has been described as downloading 
full page advertisements during communication idle time, 
the present invention is not limited to full page 
advertisements and may be applied to the downloading of 
5 partial pages of advertisements or any other form 

thereof, including, for example, advertising pages having 
more than one advertisement thereon. 

As another example, although the present 
discussion is directed to a web browser that communicates 
10 to a remote server when it is idle, the present invention 
is not limited solely to providing the means for carrying 
out the present invention at the user's computer and may 
be provided at the internet service provider" wherein the 
internet service provider ascertains when a user's 
15 communication link is idle and it is the internet service 
provider that automatically accesses (without the user's 
knowledge) the particular remote terminal that will 
download advertising data to the user. \ 

Still further, although the present invention 
20 has been described as accessing a remote server which 

then downloads to the user advertising data, the present 
invention is not limited solely to the downloading of 
advertising data from a remote server and may be applied 
to the case when the internet service provider itself 
2 5 downloads to the user advertising data without the need 
to access a remote server on the internet . 

Therefore, it is intended that the appended 
claims be interpreted as including the embodiments 
described herein, the alternatives mentioned above, and 
30 all equivalents thereto. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS ; 

1. Method of advertising on-line, comprising 
the steps of : 

ascertaining a time when a communication link 
between a user terminal (24) and a service provider (22) 
is idle; 

transmitting to said user terminal (24) 
advertising data (AD) representing an advertisement 
during the ascertained communication idle time; and 

displaying at said user terminal (24) said 
advertisement represented by the transmitted advertising 
data (AD) when a request to display different information 
is made at said user terminal (24) . 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising 
the step of storing the transmitted advertising data (AD) 
in a memory of said user terminal (24); and wherein said 
step of displaying is carried out by retrieving from the 
memory the stored advertising data (AD) and displaying 
the advertisement represented by the retrieved 
advertising data when said request is made. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein said step of 
displaying is carried for a predetermined time (T) . 

4. The method of claim l, wherein said step of 
displaying is carried out when a request to download new 
information is made; said method further comprising the 
step of transmitting to said service provider (22) , 
during a time when said advertisement is being displayed, 
a request to receive the requested information. 

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising 
the steps of transmitting to said user terminal (24), 
during said time when said advertisement is being 
displayed, the requested information in response to the . 
transmission of the request by said user terminal (24) . 

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising 
35 the step of displaying the transmitted requested 

information simultaneously with the advertisement as said 
requested information is transmitted. 
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7. The method of claim 4, wherein the step of 
displaying said advertisement is carried out until a 
substantial portion of the requested information" is 
transmitted . 

5 8. The method of claim 7, wherein the step of 

displaying said advertisement is carried out until a 
substantial portion of the requested information is 
transmitted and a predetermined amount of display time 
(T) of said advertisement has passed. 
10 9. The method of claim 1, wherein said 

advertising data (AD) transmitted to said user terminal 
(24) represents an advertisement that corresponds to 
information previously displayed at said user terminal 
(24) . 

15 10. The method of claim 1, further comprising 

the step of transmitting from said user terminal (24) to 
a predetermined remote server (26) data indicating that 
the communication link of said user terminal is idle; and 
wherein said step of transmitting the advertising data 

20 (AD) is carried out by said predetermined remote server 
(26) . 

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising 
the step of requesting at said user terminal (24) a 
connection to a selected remote server (26) ; and wherein 

25 said step of displaying said advertisement is carried out 
in response to the connection request. 

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising 
the steps of transmitting to said service provider (22) 
the connection request; and connecting said user terminal 

30 (24) with said selected remote server (26); and wherein 

said advertisement remains displayed while the connection 
request is transmitted and the connection between said 
user terminal (24) and said selected remote server (26) 
is made . 

35 13. The method of claim 12, further comprising 

the step of transmitting from said selected remote server 
(26) to said user terminal (24) content data representing 
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a content page to be displayed; and wherein said step of 
displaying said advertisement is carried out at least 
until a displayable portion of said content data Is 
transmitted. 

5 14. The method of claim 13, wherein said step 

of displaying said advertisement is carried out by 
displaying said transmitted content data simultaneously 
with a portion of said advertisement when a substantial 
amount of said content data is transmitted to said user 
10 terminal (24) . 

15. The method of claim 13, wherein said 
predetermined remote server (26) transmits to said user 
terminal (24) advertising data representing an 
advertisement corresponding to contents of content pages 

15 previously displayed at said user terminal (24) . 

16. The method of claim 10, wherein said 
predetermined remote server (26) that transmitted to said 
user terminal said advertising data (AD) is different 
from said selected remote server (26) . 
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